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BUCHANAN’S ADMINISTRATION, 
1857-61. 


[This list is the 13th and final one, in the series on 
United States history, begun in the number for 
April, 1883.] 


A. Official records and contemporary documents. 


The messages and state papers are to be 
found in the Congressional Globe, 1857-61 ; 
covering the 35th and 36th congresses. 

See also the ‘‘Statesman’s manual,’’ v. 3, 
pt. 2, (to 1858, only). 


B. General accounts. 

See Bryant and Gay’s ‘‘ Popular history of the 
United States,” v. 4. 

The four years here comprised are also touched 
upon with almost uniform brevity, in the 
following compendious histories of the 
United States: 

Scudder’s ‘‘ History of the United States.” 

Gilman’s ‘‘ History of the American people.”’ 

Ridpath’s ‘‘ History of the United States.’’ 

Leeds’s ‘‘ History of the United States,’”’ and 


others. 


C. Biographies of Buchanan. 

In the autumn of 1856 was published a cam- 
paign life of Mr. Buchanan, (then a can- 
didate for the presidency), by R. G. Hor- 
ton. 

Other biographical sketches are found in J. 
S. C. Abbott’s ‘Lives of the presidents ;” 
Gobright’s “Recollections of men and 
things at Washington ;”’ and in one of a 
series of “ Political portraits,” in the Dem- 
ocratic Review, 1842, 11 : 650. 

Not until recently, however, has any adequate 
study of his life been made. In 1883 was 
published the “ Life of James Buchanan,”’ 
2 v., by George Ticknor Curtis, himself 
one of the ablest jurists of the United 
States. 


[Reviewed, with strictures, in The Nation, Sept. 27 and 
Oct. 4, 1883, 37 : 277-78, 293-95]. 

Two articles by James Russell Lowell, (in the 
Atlantic Monthly, April and June, 1858, 
I : 745-60; 2: 111-18), strongly condemn 
the course taken by President Buchanan 
during his first year. 


D. Biographies of Buchanan’ s contemporaries. 


On Lewis Cass, (secretary of state), see his 
“ Life,” by W. L. G. Smith, 1856, (before 
the period referred to). 

On Jeremiah S. Black, (at first attorney- 
general, afterwards secretary of state), see 
the sketch in Lanman’s Dictionary of Con- 
gress. 

On John C. Breckinridge, (vice-president), 
see the pamphlet, entitled ‘‘ Portraits and 
sketches of the lives of all the candidates 
for the presidency and vice-presidency, for 
1860.”’ 

On Stephen A. Douglas, (senator), see his 
‘* Life,’’ by J. A. Sheahan ; also the ‘‘ Por- 
traits and sketches,” last cited. Also Sav- 
age’s volume, ‘‘ Our living representative 
men.” 

On Andrew Johnson, (senator), see Zhe NVa- 
tion of August 5, 1875, 21 : 77. 

On Henry B. Anthony, (senator), see his 
funeral oration by Rev. Augustus Wood- 
bury, Sept., 1884. 

On William H. Seward, (senator), see his 
‘* Life,” by G. E. Baker. 

On Charles Sumner, (senator), see his “ Life,” 
by D. A. Harsha. 

Note.—The ** Memoirs and letters of Charles Sumner,”’ 
by Edward L. Pierce, extend only to 1845. 

Two of the additions to the cabinet in its clos- 
ing months are noteworthy.—General Dix 
and Mr. Stanton. On John A. Dix, (secretary 
of the treasury), see his ‘‘ Life,’’ by Rev. 
Dr. Morgan Dix, (2 v., 1882). 

On Edwin M. Stanton, (attorney - general), 
see the ‘‘ Life of Abraham Lincoln,” by J. 
G. Holland. 
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On Thaddeus Stevens, member of House, see Pillsbury, a work which, in its quiet inten- 
the *‘ Life,’’ by E. B. Callender, an extraor- sity, recalls the narratives of the early Qua- 
dinarily constructed volume in its treatment kers in New England. 
of personal traits. See also the “ Life of On the Dred Scott decision, rendered March 
Thurlow Weed,” by Thurlow Weed Barnes, 6, 1857, see the full text of the decisiun, 
2 : 249-67. with opinions, etc., (published as a pam- 

See also the ‘‘ Life of Gerrit Smith,’’ by O. B. phlet of 633 pages, New York, 1857), Judge 
Frothingham, p. 233-62. Benjamin R. Curtis’s dissenting opinion, 

Also the ‘‘ Life of Wendell Phillips,’’ by G. (printed at pages 213-305 of v. 2, of his 
L. Austin. ‘*Memoir’’); the ‘‘ Historical and legal ex- 

See also the article, ‘‘ Unsuccessful candidates aminationofthe . . . Dred Scottcase,”’ 
for the presidency of the nation,’’ by Mrs. by Thomas H. Benton ; also the pamphlets 
Martha J. Lamb, in the Magazine of Ameri- of Judge S. A. Foot, (1859); Dr. Van 
can History, Nov., 1884, 12 : 385-413, for Evrie, (1860); and Dr. J. T. Brooke, (1861). 
accounts of Cass, Scott, and Hale. Also the article, “Dred Scott case,’’ in 
Lalor’s ‘‘ Cyclopedia.’’ 

E. Political history. On the proceedings in Kansas, see Hollo- 
The brief account by Johnston, (“ History of way’s “ History of Kansas ;’ various speech- 

3 liti y, a 8s) ; y f es and addresses in Charles Sumner’s 
—— . a 1 Bs le o/s = ons 9 ‘* Works,” v. 4; and ‘*‘ Geary and Kansas,”’ 
the a AW oo eeeoant by J. H. Gihon. The text of the State 
is that ng A. A ee American Constitutions successively adopted by citi- 
statesman,” p. 978-1000, and it extends zens of Kansas, (1855, 1857, 1858, 1959,) 
only te December, 1859. Other Becouns will be found in the ‘‘ Federal and state 
are in T. V. Cooper’s “ Political history of as 8. 680-6 
the United States,” and L. H. Porter’s Cone em apis 9oO Ute: 7 . 
“Outlines of the constitutional history of Ca oe anti-slavery Ineratune of this 

~ TT} S ” "- , iri period, see Wilson’s ‘‘ Slave power,’ and 
Fe the United States, p. 268-73. : the paper on “ The philosophy of the aboli- 
This period is exhaustively treated in the tion movement,” in Wendell Phillips’s 
forthcoming volume, (v. 4), of Dr. H. von “« Speeches fstteen. oad teabennn.* 
Holst's Constitutional history of the See particularly ‘‘ The impending crisis of 
United States. the South,’’ by H. R. Helper, (1857). 


’ 


It is also rapidly summarized in v. 1, of rY ge 
Draper’s ‘‘ History of the American civil 7S ee Se em Fo 


’ 


wae : eer On the Harper’s Ferry insurrection,’’ 1859, 
It is treated with great fulness in Twenty see the U. S. ‘ Report of the committee of 
years of congress,’ by James G. Blaine, congress on the Harper’s Ferry insurrec- 
Bs 389~77- tion,” 1859; ‘‘ The public life of John 
There is also a class of works, of the nature Brown,” by James Redpath ; ‘Life’ and 
of personal reminiscences, which throw Scene a ln Sones ” by R. D. Webb : 
important light ” this period. Such are the ‘Echoes of Harper's Ferry,’’ edited by 
“Reminiscences” of James A. Hamilton, James Redpath ; Letters of Victor Hugo, 
1789-1866, p. 427-39 ; the ‘‘ Political recol- on John Brown 
lections’” of George W. Julian, 1840-72, , 
p. 154-80; also ‘‘ Eight years in congress,” 
by S. S. Cox, 1857-65. G. Secession of southern states, 1860-61. 

See also such works as ‘‘ Seven decades of The ordinance of secession, as passed by 
the Union,” by H. A. Wise, 1790-1862, South Carolina, Dec. 20, 1860, is printed 
P- 245-52. in the volume, ‘‘ Echoes from the South,” 

See also J. R. Giddings’s ‘‘ History of the re- (New York, 1866), p. 46-57. 
bellion,”’ p. 402-61 ‘‘The origin of the | See also McPherson’s ‘‘ Political history of 
late war,’’ by George Lunt, p. 323-31; the United States of America during the 
‘The sectional controversy,’’ by W. C. great rebellion,” p. 2. 

Fowler, p. 187-237 ; and ‘‘ The warbetween | The ‘‘ Address of the people of South Caro- 
the states,’’ by Alexander H. Stephens. lina,” (Charleston, 1860), and the ‘* Declara- 
tion of the causes,’’ (Charleston, 1860), are 

F. Anti-slavery movements. also in McPherson, p. 12-16. 

Of those works which are most intimately The ‘‘ ordinances of secession,” as passed 
concerned with the development of the anti- by the 9g other southern states, 1860-61, 
slavery movement, see ‘‘ The rise and fall are printed in the volume, “ Echoes from 
of the slave power in America,” by Henry the South,” p. 50-71. 

Wilson, 2 : 522-704 ; 3: I-172. The measures preliminary to this are ex- 

See also the lives of Gerrit Smith and Wendell amined in the volume, ‘‘ First blows of the 
Phillips, above cited. Also ‘‘ Anti-slavery civil war,” (1850-60), by James S. Pike, p. 
days,” by James Freeman Clarke ; also a 360-526, (published 1879). 
volume recently published, entitled ‘* Acts See also Lieut. Col. T. M. Anderson’s work, 
of the anti-slavery apostles,’? by Parker ‘*The political conspiracies preceding the” 
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rebellion,’ (published 1882). The same 
ground is gone over in Col. John C. Nico- 
lay’s volume, ‘‘ The outbreak of rebellion,”’ 
1860-61. 

See also p. 1-31, of v. 1 of Moore’s “ Rebel- 
lion record.”’ 
Also the article, 

“ Cyclopedia.”’ 

On various peace projects, see the bill, (known 
as the “Crittenden compromise’’), intro- 
duced in Congress. 

See also the pamphlet, ‘‘A 
Crittenden and other resolutions,” 
York, 1861. 

Also the ‘‘ Official journal of the conference 
convention,’’ Washington, Feb., 1861. 

Also the official report of the ‘‘ Debates and 
proceedings’’ of the same convention. 

See also a pamphlet published at New York 
the same year, entitled ‘‘ The peace con- 
vention at Washington, and the Virginia 
convention at Richmond.” 

The light in which Mr. Buchanan’s position 
in 1860-61 was placed by successive publica- 
tions, 1861-65, led to his giving to the public 
in 1865 a defence of his procedure ; ‘‘ The 
administration on the eve of the rebellion,” 
(London, 1865). 


‘*Secession,” in Lalor’s 


review of the 
(New 
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[** This narrative,’ says Mr. Buchanan, ‘‘ was prepared 
soon after its [the rebellion’s] outbreak, substantially 
in the present form ;”’ but was kept from the publisher 
in order not to ‘t embarrass Mr. Lincoln’s administra- 
tion.” (p. iii.)]. 

Mr. Buchanan’s attitude has also been defended 

more recently by his biographer, Mr.Curtis, 
in his ‘‘ Life of James Buchanan,” II. 


187-506. 


H. Zhe presidential election of 1860. 


The figures showing the popular and electoral 
vote in this election are given in McPherson’s 
‘* Political history of the great rebellion,”’ 
5 a 
On Mr. Lincoln’s relations with Stephen A. 
Douglas during the campaign, see the 
‘* Speeches of Lincoln and Douglas,’’ 1860. 
See also the ‘‘ Life and public services of 
Abraham Lincoln,” by H. J. Raymond, p. 
46-160. 
The presidential campaign of 1860 is described 
by Edward Stanwood, in his volume, ‘‘ A 
history of presidential elections,’’ (1884), 
under the heading, ‘‘ The last struggle for 
slavery,’ p. 214-35. 
[NVote.—This series of references is here brought toa 
close, the literature of the period beginning with 1861 
| being many fold more voluminous than that of any 
| previous time. ] 





